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1* outbreak of fch© war waa oo uncxpifiotod to tho entire country both In ito 

form* oad Ho tompoe,, that fcho Army Coaaand and tho local party and Soviet 
authorities wore thrown into utter confuolor* end hod no time to aerioualy plan 
mid organise the people for the coming struggle behind the enemy linear, l*h& 
ponlo was co great that all the local loader & thought only of escaping before 
the Geraana oanor. Only in a wall aurabor of districts did the District CowmittooD 
of the party n aoting on their own initiative P leave behind certain party wowbero 
.'or work in the roar of the enemy* Those party aenbara later ootabllahed contact e 
^ 1th each other n and drawing & part of the population into the wo rfc 0 organised 
'Abating unit®., 

2c HwiXarly* a number of the local off icon of the H3fTO tfl ) had not hod time to leave 
their agent a behind* Howevai',, avm amenta w fc 0 row ai tied behind did not ploy any 
active rolc P but lived quietly through the occupation r , confining: thcnaoalvds a to 
compiling blacklists of oil poroowo who had in any »«a8ur« cooperated with the 
Germanic But eometlatee these agents &idiod pocplo who arrived from the other aide 
of the front and helped them to contact B reliable patriots.- 1 * 


3o the whole,, the appearance In the oruroy 0 o roar of aunoroua arraod peasant groups 
during the early months of the was 1 was a purely spontaneous! phenomenon* Many of 
-bee© groupo,, jEorcoTer, wore little moro than simple bandit <eurs c„ Basically P 
the sroupo conoietod of young poaoaatu,, soldiers who eooapfld into the foreoc 
After their uni to wore currowud.«d t . and also of people who esu/ an opportunity for 
'cot lug and enrl chmont in tho prevailing chaoso Only unite which wore joirrl by 
;.b® local intellectuals n ouch n o school teachers and &groupEiirjt.8 ; engaged iu 
struggle against the en®»y by mean a of diversionary aotB 0 a&fcotAge and torrorlesio 
They obtained anno from the rat renting army,, but these anas were very primitive 
nnd useful only for amaXl-acalo attacks on houses where the (ta roans engaged in 
drinking boutflp on snail etorohouEvis and on Gemma aoldiero who had accident silly 
fltrsyod from their unite* All theao note wore conducted by the guerrilla® 
on their atm P without any leadership and without coordination between the 


**) Tho present ministry oi the interior waa known ns the KICYJ) up *w ch ,, 1346* 
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various dotachmants, There wore even caeoo when the detachments, moot ing 
in the far os to, open fire upon each other f ouopectlng a trap on the part 
of the Germane. 


4. Deepite the noisy propaganda In tho press, the government did not regard 
thcxae patriots In the enemy 1 ® roar go a soriouo force, especially sine® 
it had no contact uith thorn and therefore could not direct their activi- 
ties* However, this spontaneous resistance movement convinced the govern- 
ment that there wero people on the other side of the fighting lines who 
might be of considerable value In tho fight against the Germans and who 
might help in diversionary activity and In destroying enemy communications 
if they were contacted and directed through trusted agents. By this time 
the command decided to send a large number of loyal persons as diveroionists 
for the demolition of thoeo bridges and strategic points which the retreat** 
lug army had not had time to blow up and which were now proving of grwat 
value to tho Gomeinc as means of communication with their distant baoe*o 
It was also decided to use the detachments active In the roar to help these 
diveroionists in their work. 


H. mmmZKtm qy school m pm RSIQUISTS AND 

saasim^jiM mm, 

5* Toward tho end of July mid in August, 1941, a call for volunteers want out 
to tho Comeomol youth In the war factories and schools. 'Hie volunteers 
were to bo sent to districts under Gorman occupation for dynamiting and 
terrorist work. Party and ComsoBol cello were Instructed to launch an in- 
tensive propaganda campaign and arouse patriotism in order to attract the 
largest pocolble number of volunteers. And their number wae great Indeed# 

In the Dzerzhinsky district alone (there are 22 such districts In Moscow) 

1100 volunteers registered in roapono* to the call, and tho total for Moscow 
•xcoodod 10 thousand. All tho volunteers wore raorabore of the party and tho 
Coooomol, between tho ages of 18 and 28, with at least 7 years of olomontary 
school education. They regarded this d&ngaix*ou« work as somo thing int&rboting 
and romantic, and many were also prompted by preference for diverclonist work 
to service at tho front, to which they were subject in any aaae in vie* of 
their age and which seemed to them much more dangerous, 

6, All tho registrants were carefully screened by organs of tho tJKVD, which 
questioned each applicant about his entire family, hla parents 1 occupations 
boforo the revolution, the possible existence of relatives abroad, and so 
forth# The answers were then checked with the files of the NKVD, and only 
one tenth of the registrants uaa accepted for secret assignments, whil# the 
rest were told to await tho second c all . 

of the present report known of only two schools In eo&etence at 
that time in Moscow! a school for ocouto, and a school lor diversions ta. 
Both wore under the Jurisdiction of NKVD departments and wore under martial 
law. These schools were located in the "Dynamo 0 Stadium, on tho Leningrad 
highway , in the Potrovsk Park, which belongs to the Ministry of tho Interior 
and which was cloaed to public sports from the first days of the war. There 
the volunteers, selected according to their political reliability, wore sub- 
jected to thorough medical examination. Tho physical requirements were very 
high; in addition to native physical endowments, they Included athletic train- 
ing, endurance and tenacity. These reqiai rodents wore answered moot closely by 
professional athletes, as well ae tho students of special sport institutes and 
technical schools. Consequently, the athletes comprised 25-28JS of thn total 
number of parsons selected for training at the schools. 


8, Applicant® who passed tho medical tests nere given military uniforms aud as- 
signed to dormitories and school auditoriums set up for them on the stadium 
grounds. They wero divided Into sections and platoons, designated as com- 
munications sections, scout platoons, dynamiting companies, and so forth, 
according to their tasks. The 300- hour training program (30 school day* of 
ten hours each) wore devoted to the following studless a) topography and 
orientation by the compose and natural tokens; b) radio communication; c) 
explosives and their uses in diversion^ d) military intelligence and espionage, 
and the system of their organization In the rear; ©) weapons and their use; 
f) cryptography and codes; g) signalling by bird-songs; a) current events and 
the political character of tho rear. These subjects wax’© taught by professors 
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of the regular military oohoolo of the Uinlatry of the Interior and certain 
epoolaUBts from the tlllltary Academies. Since In ooleoting the students 
prciorenoe was given to peroone with higb-achool or eolloge education, tha 
pr*otlce COQBiBted ° f brlaf cour8 ® 8 10 ^oory and [subsequent emphasis on 

9. Ewy morning all ntudsnte wore put through lntenolve physical trainings n» 
nlng, jiaplng, grenade* throwing, overcoming obotacleo and weight-lifting, Thooo 
follow «d by breakfast. Then four hours of unlntorruptod theoretical 
studies. After lunch the students engaged In practical studlee In orientation 
And k>P°eraphy, camouflage, organisation of diversions and other subjects. 

For this they took tripa to the country, where there were natural objectives, 
and learnt their subjects by practice under the guidance of the instructors, 
cm their return, they wore again assembled In the auditorium, where they were 
given lectures in current events, taught how to select the people they could 
oepond on behind the German linos and how to Judge the dogreo of their truat- 
v/orthlneaa. In the evenings they studied radio. 

10 * ISIS Z* 7 * PfP^^^fioient for the entire program, and the term too ax- 
tended by another 12 days. Alter they maatered their subjects, the students 
were given a chert courao in parachute Jumping and woro droppod two or three 
tlmoa from the training planes. The final examinations wer^held before high- 
t .°, i 'i niBtry of tb ® Parlor, and the graduation ceremony 
rt! l ? y the 2n , d Secretary of tha Koaoon Part y Organisation, Popov, who 

selflraSiflMn? BP T Ch J** !? 6ant 10 th0 ^ure dlversionlsts to 

ti elf* sacrificing work for party and people.. „ 

U * “ top wao tho lorBiatlon of detachments. The comlndora appointed to 

° f l0nfi ox P Qri8noe and Irreproachable peat, 

~ ad distinguished theraselvee in their work by initiative, couraga,1md 
F ? rt7 “ In “ oh 08 the basic taaka of those detachments con 
elated of diversion and reconnaissance, it wao preferred that the commander 
be a parson with technical training or a specialist In military-espionage re- 
connaissance, according to tho alas with which tho dotachmentTwore SSL sent 
r ” m !^ f rear : l I ? 10 ; th °y TOr « 8100 volunteers who requested the Central 

Coralttea of the Party in Moscow to asolgn them to this typo of service. AfUt 
s careful checking of tholr record, by tho HK7.0, tho entiro materiel on them 
J° th ° C ! ntrai Commltteo of the Pa rty, which finally approved oach 
detachment commander and assigned him to a dlatrlct of operations. Tho politi- 
cal commissara for tho detachments were chosen from among party and Soviet 

b ^ d ^ aU>ag ® d e8cap<J from th ® districts they directed before tho 
occupation and who wore thoroughly familiar with tho terrain of the area whore 
2?e r™ St? SB f “ d 1711:11 the l0 ^ PCOPI 0 with whom they would 

H addiUon 10 theB8 » tba pants of commissar were given to party 

tostract^L Wh0 Lad 8erred bef Le thrwS^J 

f 10 ' ^chmant compandor Md‘ tho' rolSwJ S3"tS°thSj “ 
common ?® Tlag C0M to 1010,1 thfl ” durln e the month and a half of 

common s-udy and choosing those who, they felt, satisfied the all-round re^ulro- 

u> 00I18l0t : ri of f *> 80 people; thooo wore divided l»fc> a consul- 

® eotl °n, a » cou t squad, a aine-layero 1 and dynamiters' squad, a sharp- 

tho c™riT a ? Uarte;nnfl8ter ' Th0 consisted of 3 or 4 persoL; 

the commander, the commissar, and tho chief of staff. Thus, for Instance, th" 

SS55MfJn“S!JiI th % e ? 8lnW Lynkov » wh0 boooa « known among the partisans as 
Ord!f of linro^f tZ ' ^f became famous throughout Russia and was awarded the 
^ r 0t Uaion ' con8l * t ' wS 54 parsons; 16 radio men, 2 
nursw-radio operators, 5 scouts, 12 speclallsto-dynamlters, 1 quartermaster, 
mer Bomber^ r prl ™ to °* 0f 1110 l«ttor, 12 wore professional athlete, and for- 
nf I ° r f’ llzation « or students of sports schools. Each grour 

mSi !?srsL£3 lss: r oqiwd> whlch too ^ by a 

13 ‘ 2rsr&“i •‘sszur sr&zz* 

aZra^ 6 ?°“J er0 T 3 ' ^ wer ® «l«o lo 8d0d wlth'Lplo.lLs,^ .2 rSlL 

apparatus, lnatrumento, ammunition, canned foods, medical supplies, atCj^JS3m^\ 
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Lynkov's detachment too transported by planes with a total carrying capacity 
of 20 tons. 


14° The cost suitable points for partisan activity sure forested areas where it la 
both sasy to hide and to sot up entire living camps. Tho landings were there- 
fore made In such arose, Including tho Bryansk forests, tho Bakhmach district, 
Singr, Zhitomir, Shepotovka. In addition, theoe points wore situated near 
Strategic coaounlcation lines and important railroad Junctions through which 
passed a largo part of tho Gorman troop and ammunition transports. About 50 $ 
of all the divorslonistB wore droppod In tho area of tho Bryansk foreota, fro B 
wharo thoy oubsequently made their way to tholr assigned points. 

15. What wero the aosignaonto not before those detaobments? Tholr first task was 
to find in thooo areas tho paoplo who had been left behind by the couscuniot 
organizations for underground work, to establish liaison with then, and with 
tholr aid to find loyal patriots willing to launch a struggle against the der- 
znn occupants. Where no people hod been left by tho organisation, the detach- 
ment conmandors wero advised to contact the chairmon of tho kolkho.os or village 
soviets, village conmunlsts, teachers, young agronomists graduated from Soviet 
Institutes, and kolkhoz activists. However, they wore to confine tholr contact, 
only to party members. Thore were many such party members left in tho vlllegoo, 
and the Germane did not aolost them up to the day of tholr retreat, it is true 
that many communlsto began to ardontly collaborate with the Gormans, some to 
save tholr skins, others for political conaidoratlons; tho new arrivals there- 
fore had to bo careful in approaching oven thooo people, and to reveal them- 
selves only after carofully checking their trustworthiness. The chocked and se- 
lected people wore to be added to tho dotaohnent and also utilized for esplonago 
and intelligence. As spies It was recommended to use young glrlo who studied In 
tho ten-year schools or worked In tho dlntrict government bureaus. Only Bomber, 
of the Coaaomol wore to bo used In this work. Tholr task was to maintain friend- 
ships With Russians who went Into Gorman service and with Germans themselves, 
from whom they were to obtain information as to the plans of tho local garrison 
units j they were also charged with watching tho roads over which passed the Ger- 
man mobile units, to etrlko up friendships vdth German soldiers bllloted nearby 
And obtain all available information from th©a« 

16. After the detachment augmented Its ranks from among the local population and 
created a network of .pies and scouts, It was ready to start action. But the 
first requirement was tho maintenance of liaison with tho front and with the 

dlverslonlst work In Moscow, which was later transformed Into the 
Staff of the partisan movement. The Instructions were that tho center ms to 
bo Informed of all actions, all successes and failures of the detachment and all 
plans, and that no action was to bo undertaken without orevicua a-~- 
the center, Moroover, all data obtained by the agents cone orning^ troop movement, 
and armament uere to bo lamsdlately relayed to the staff of the front sector 
whoro It took place. 

17. Moscow generally needed information on what ms taking place behind the oncay 
linos, for without such knowledge It was difficult to mako any strategic plans. 
The comnmdera wero also ordered to report about all the groups and detachments 
active In the rear, so that the center might be able to fill the numerous blank 
spoto on It. maps. Such blank spots abounded up to 1943, and frequently people 
sent from tho centor to theeo areas found whole armed detachments which they mis- 
took for groups of Geraau pravocateuro and fro» which they fled. For instance, 
tho dlverslonlst Zabelov, sent to the Bakhmach district iu 1942, was told that 
he would find there only armed onemieo, and no friends; la reality, several par- 
tisan dstaohnents were operating there, frequently attacking the Gormans. 

18. Th® objectives of dlvorslonlat aotivity included railroad bridges, stations, 
Junctions, traffic bridges over rivers, arms and ammunition depots, troop bar- 
racks, officers' dubs, motion picture theatres, single automobiles, et,. In 
actions endangering the life of the dynamiter hlmoelf. It was recommended that 

a local person be used, so that tho group sent from tho center might bo preserved 
intact. 
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ftrategie taoka, there wore alee political ones. It was nmina- 
axLu? fiJV 1 /*? population faith that the Red Army would soon return tTthose 

ThMe’J^hJ*? TOa otai * tm « and capable of winning the war! 

J 08 * this faith and entered into collaboration with the enesrr wore 

JthlM^hS 3 ^ P® 4 * 1 ** Pf of<srab ly banged In the villages at an oaapl^to 
otherw who had not yet gone Into Osman sorwieo. ■ 


®*f final paragraph of the Instructions stated that it was lano s alhl a to * 

AX conditions under which the detaohaenta would have to mrk; that new ubsw-.°* 

as smses** b ° di8o °r rod . on *• 

S~™ % lnltlfttifo, courage, daclfiion and roadinaao to sacrlfloo fill for tho 

<•,«*»,*> M> nr. ot ..cTlSS^Sl 

^^ chaftat . nai Mfllgnod 3 or 4 agoate t*o renoinod anfcnoim own to th* 


””*fe JlrornionifltB were landod. And here suddenly every thing proved im- 

ss* /° r r* ° f thoXohS^rSX^ 

^ kilometers from their objectives. Thoeo who were to 

wrfKnSTJ^f found themselves near Bryansk... the landing operation* 
uight, tho pilots could not correct their course by the 
A8 3 a ramlt 1 ^f' 3 thl!\?f 1 +i 0 “*• con PUtationa blindly, by their Instru c ts, 

found niif 8 8 f ror b7 2 degrees, tho det&ehoent oommnder Ly nlto y 

sfsaK St« asasrs ■skst 14 ^ 


5 ^L lon 10 S 1 * la4ta * 1 dif ^ty, the entire occupied territory proved full 
,„., 0UrT r i r’ ^b BSf0 was probably no other country und er Oernan ocmiDatian nM<* 

a£3£35sss= r^aSH. 

S^SHSE? 1 «5i»“ I RSfS ss* 

ttat the country is * n»nolithic union of all nationelitles. As a St St 
^ 0W1 (only 3 woro mentioned in tho official nmi®! 


Z'z, Just sfi = ==raasrs k r 

to collaborationist aollrt^ 

vrar© burstlm? xfith Jr uJ, " J 0 * or tho Jolla of tho Ukroino 

,J.7S?S *° 3 “” to “ *»*• •“-* 


tion^s!TSe“iS^srfoS^isJsSorb!iS^5S a fiS l thi t,a ' 

planes. Wandering in the forest in search of hle Sa£ dlKn ^L^L 

tats^,sr^5trtt: Jjrt? FT- 

Boldle 5 a neaia y teUlod bln when they heard 
*?» h m. arrived from KoScow, declaring that they occupied thorn salves* 

m brigandage and had no Intention to dsftad the ba^p? SSSmS? ” 


5 Si,!?* **• another detachment, whose aims wore closer to tho.a 

Trhioh in'thair onLi^ ^ D °^ ^ 0 ^^ 0T0 ^>oon cent by EosooWe 

1*o rear. To teot^^d^t-it! *^ 9 Ju8 ^ J 1 * 9 ® 40 ,thlnk of 811011 dl8ta at plaees to 
maned . Mt. o they naked him what was Stalin's birth plac e. He 

named a city In the Cauoasus, but one of the soldiers declared that st^fL ™. w! m 

SIS jff •“ Mft sSHSSr 
s£^rA“ rarCnrsyrs: jss 

hencoforth^th^ wo^id^bl^^Jd^ and declarBd that 

GmTsZ«S™m re^ed as p^lsaa-antotinaen called up to fight the 
Hewans. Soon afterwards, when the dstaohnent increased to 2 00 men. t* 
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work. Thay attacked the district canter , blew up small bridges, broke Into 
etationo and dynamited entire ammunition trains, attacked village police sta- 
tions and killed the polio© “traitors" (during the occupation oil police units 
consisted of Russians) . 

25. Most of the detachments underwent oidlar axporicnco*, and they were ell or* 
goals cd In the rear In the sane manner. Kacy of the groups, falling to assem* 
bis their own meat ore. Joined other detachments. The largest partisan unite, 
under Kovpak, who was twice decorated with the Order of Hero of the Soviet 
Union and later raised to the rank of Major General, absorbed the greatest num- 
ber of such groups. Kovpak himself, who had organized hie detachment on his 
own Initiative during the very first months of the war, evinced great abilities 
In organisation and leadership of men and showed himself to be a cunning SftA 
courageous guerrilla. Hlo fame soon reached Moscow, which began to send him 
man y people trained in special schools, as well as ammunition and other supplies 
heeded in his work* 

26. These large detachments were soon given more Important assignments. In 1942 
Stalin bias elf received some commanders of partisan detachments and set them 
various tasks. Kovpak was ordorod to mako a raid on the right bonk of the 
Dnieper and there try to disorganize the whole German rear. Others were la* 
strueted to remain near the front and directly eld the fighting Red Army by 
means of diversions hampering the transport of ammunition and men for the Ger- 
man Army. However, this took place In 1942, when the partisan movements wao 
brought under the jurisdiction of a special central staff which directed ell 
the schools and the men behind the German linos. But more of this later. 

27. The NKVD retained its own spy system and its own dlvorsloniste, who formed no de- 
tachments, but acted with especial secrecy and by themselves, reporting only te 
Moscow. Zt also retained jurisdiction over the series of schools which trained 
these dlverslonlsts. Ono of these schools, which Is of special interest, was the 
school fbr women scouts » 

IV. WBLmm. 

28. & the winter of 1942 the* author took part In transporting by air a Urge gfroup 
of young women, who were being sent to the eneny's rear for espionage and intelli- 
gence work. A large shipment of automatic parachutes arrived at the airfield 
whore our unit was stationed, and soon afterwards the girls arrived by train. 

After one or tub training jumps from low heights, they were taken to the German 
rear. They were divided Into email groups of 5 or 6, uudor the. leadership of 
experienced NKVD workers. From talks with these girls we learnt that they were 
rocrultod in July or August, 1941, from schools end war factories. They were all 
members of the Comeomol, came from working-class families, and distinguished th tr- 
active e by their discipline and loyalty to the Soviet Government. All those se- 
lected had excellent recommendations from their party or Comsosool cells, sad ware 
adwltmS to the ouuool for Scouts after careful screening by iho mvu and the medi- 
cal commission. There were several such schools In Moscow, and they were housed 
in the buildings of the regular hlgh-schoda, a number of which were closed to 
their former students and placed at the disposal of the War ministry and the NKVD. 

. -’ In the conversation, the girls mentioned the 73rd and the 141et Schools in Moscow*, 

29 . Zn the .reconnaissance schools the girls were put through & 3*monthe* course of 
study; the curriculum Included German, radio and communication, codes, weapons, 
(revolver and grenade) end their use, military documents and tholr significance, 
current events and athletic exercises. They were taught by professors fr&m the 
special NKVD schools and some specialists in radio-communication from the (ttlltary 
Academy and the InteHlgonoe Division of the General Staff. 

30. On graduating, oil students gave their solemn oath and signature to reveal nothing 
of what they had been taught at the school and to faithfully perform ail tasks set 
before them. To further guarantee their loyalty, hostages remained in Moscow 

the persons of their parents and relatives. These scouts were dropped over the 
districts of R&hsv, Velikiys Lukl, Smolensk, Kursk, Belgorod, Kharkov, etc. They 
wore to work: In the German of floors' dubs and restaurants, and some of then were 
to enter the German brothels; the latter were distinguished by beauty and g ay tem- 
peraments. They showed little gaiety, however, after they were landed, and | | 

I ~ I tho author learnt that more than half or 

them wore caught by the Germans and perished* Some of them lost their courage and 
were eliminated (shot) by their own agents, and only 25-30# managed to entebllih 
contacts with Germans and obtain sons Information. As a rule, they bet cm the 
mistresses of cowmandwit# , rear officers, dub managers, etc., and act<4 through 
them. Of the six girls dropped by cm*' plane only miH riSddtwfl 1 m~ 
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wa ® captured by the Germans, ono tob chat by the rapraa on t&tlv® of 
the NOT) (oho had boon raped by tho Gemns, bocamo Insane and bognn to "ta lk* ); 
oca too killed by the Goman during the rotraat, then tho head of tho group too 
oaqgnt, and only one lived to return* 

31* One of the glrln fro® the use achoal, nicknamed "Halloa", killed tho ooanai&dant 
ot®r the entire Byelorussia; she cut off his hoad and brought It in a sack to the 
partisans* To avenge this art, tho Germans shot 13,000 Inhabitants of tho city 
of Minsk, and therefore "Ballna" received no rewards or honors for a long time* 
Afterward® the Comma raised a noisy campaign concerning the Soviet policy of 
sending young glilo as spies into Brothels, and the policy was apparently discon- 
tinued. 



32» In the beginning of 1942, tho gaps In the map of the Gorman roar rapidly began to 
fill up, Tho parachutists cent to these ame radioed tho results of their re* 
oornialssanoo nhicb Indicated that approximately 1200 guorrilla detachments wore 
active behind tho enemy linos (this figure le taken from tho reminiscences of one 
of tho scouts) * Bils convinced tho government of the necessity to soriouely uti- 
lity these detachments by sending them experienced and reliable people who mould 
acBuae leadership and direct their activities in the required channels. By this 
time, Stalin algncd an order creating a Central Staff of the Partisan movement* 
Marshal Voroshilov too appointed Commander In Chief, and Ponomarenko (loader of 
the Byelorussian Communists) vra* named Chief of Staff . They were placed in charge 
of the partisan detaohments and the schools which were training new contingents 
of reinforcements. All detachments which had radios and maintained communioation 
with Moscow wore given new ciphers and codoo, which wero henceforth to be used In 
orders from tho center and In reports that the partisans were to send daily to the 
stiff headquarters regarding thoir work* The staff also began to assign the de- 
tachments various operational tasks coordinated with the needs of the hunts. To 
assist In the execution of these missions ths staff sent the partisans ammunition, 
explosives, arms, men, clothing and food. Different dotaohments pooled their 
snergios to building landing strips In tho flolds for the heavily loaded "Douglases" 
which brought supplies ho® Moscow and took back the wounded and the various docu- 
ments captured from the Germans, 



33, The- work of the detachmonts was becoming more organised and effeotivo. Their chief 
objectives were railroad linos. Junctions and bridges, Tho Bryansk railroad Junc- 
tion alone was the scene of a concentration of 80 detachments organised Into a 
sin$.o partisan center. Saoh detachment, however, hod a strictly defined "sphere 
of Tnflusaoe", In which it blew up entire transports of supplies and German troopo. 
The Germane perfected ths technique of rebuilding blasted lines, bringing the re- 
pair time down to 8 or 10 hours, but they never succeeded In organising Any effoo* 
tlve method of fighting the dlvorsioniets. The latter wore scattered and camou- 
flaged In the Impenetrable depths of the Bryansk forests, whence they dlspatsfcid 
iw§«i. Sum** e*wu|sn u* Mon vu ujukcranXi eooM.QnB oi vim rauiroaa, ana tmenqs they 
wnO« not be driven out by any "combing" of the forest. And tho larger dotadfiaeute, 
sum a. Ljrnkev's, which then counted more than 250 persona, aoted In squads of five, 
ihldh were otat far from their baee for long porlods, and with which Infrequent con- 
tact raa maintained, mainly for the purpose of supplying them with explosives;. 

In addition to those detachments, there appeared new groups of diverolonists, or- 
ganlsed by the commands of ths various fronts on thoir own initiative. These war. 
either left behind in tho retreat or carried across the front lines by planes-, 
tost of the members, of these groups wore ecouts who had undergone a ton»day train- 
ing, course before being sent to the rear. This course doolt with only one subjects 
military intelligence and dlvereion in the rear. Thus, in June 1942, in the region 
of tho Bryansk forests, on the "small land", 130x170 km. in area and belonging' to 
partisans, there landed the group of Hajor Virshigora, who subsequently took over 
command of Kespak'e legendary division. The group was eent by the Bryansk front 
for purposes of reconnaissance and diversion. The Instructions read to them before 
they nero sent off to the eneiy's rear warned them to refrain from ell contacts 
with the population and not to repeal themselves, slnoo the area swarmed with 
traitors. This group had its own agents, who kept watch 24 hours a day at the ap- 
proaches to railroad stations and reportsd to the front Intelligence on all passing 
transports. Not having sufficient strength for an attack upon the station, they 
demolished all tho approaches to it, creating a tie-tip, then radioed back for planes. 
Vlrshigom's group consisted of a company 
in August, 194^, they all joined Kovpak's 
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35* This 'aospa rltnoe na shared by other groups dropped behind the Goman lines by the 
Russian fronts. Only a nail percentage mdo their way back to their unite across 
the front lines, and the rest joined various guerrilla detachments. 

36* In the sold die of the earner of 1942 Uoscov doclded to eond a largo dotaohnent far 
ifttoi the rear - to tho right bank of the Dnieper, whoro there mo relatively little 
resistance to the Germans and where many had begun to accept the occupation and 
collaborate with the eneay, 

37* tho Commanders of tho large detachments wore called to a conference in Koscctf. Iu 
addition to the legendary Kovpak, there come Stburov - the hero of the Bryansk 
foreots, Saelyutln * compander of a 650** man detachment, Buka, Pokrovsky end others. 
They were generously rewarded, showered with gifts and received by Stalin himself. 

Ho encouraged them, thanked thorn for their valuable help, and then began to dis- 
cuss new tasks. The large detachments were advised to continue their work in the* 
sfiffio spirit, expanding into districts further west. But Kovpak 1 a dotaohuent was 
ordered to take a large-scale raid on tho right boundary of the Ukraine, to cap- 
ture a part of Western Ukraine and reach the Carpathians. By this time Kovpak 8 ® 
detachwnt, 5000 strong, consisted of 4 subdivisions of 3 companies each, with 
scout squads, miners 8 sections, and a quarteraaoter corps. Tho first battalion 
also had a sapper platoon and a radio- junction. 

3d. In September thla large military unit started out, and in November it undo a forced 
march across the Dnieper. The appearance of this division was so midden and effec- 
tive, that the population began to talk about a break-through of the front bgr the 
Red Aray, and «o*w people broke into panic flight. Wherever the detachment passed, 
it looted Goman depots and distributed the food to the population, hanged all police 
and all Ukrainian traitors, and did everything possible to win over tho people - 
such was Stalin* o order. It also destroyed numerous communications and Junctions. 

The most brilliant operation was its smashing of tho Soma Crose (a junction of 
onoy railroads and highways connecting with Kiev, Kovno, Baranovichi, etc.); around 
tbs city of Soma Itself, the detachment blew up all tho bridges and large sections 
of tho roads. Small groups detailed by the detachment put on police armbands, broke 
into villages and killed all traitors. Many of the Russian mayors appointed by the 
Gomans case of their own will, pleading their guilt and offering their services; 
some of them were hanged and some, thoroughly intimidated, were left In their places. 
But by this time, at the beginning of 1943, the Germans had developed tho policy of 
using Russians for fighting in the rear. Thoy assembled volunteers from the prisoner- 
of-war camps for cossaok detachments to do garrison duty in the rear. There proved 
to be a great number of volunteers (moot of them bitter enemies of the Soviet Govern- 
ment), and thoy distinguished themselves by unbelievable cruolty to tho partisans 
who disturbed their current prosperous and free existence. Tho volunteers included 
middle-rank officers who had graduated from Soviet schools, Uosoow workers, cossacke, 
and many of the various nationals who had served in the Rod Army and voluntarily 
deserted to the German side, 


39* Kovpak* s detachment launched a fight to tho death against these volunteer divisions, 
but the latter were too numerous and fought so stubbornly that the partisans did 
not succeed in destroying them and had to circle Around them in order to proceed . 

In addition to open fights, the guerrillas sent to these cossaoks girl-spies en- 
lietod among the local population. Those girls lured them to drinking parti#*, 
where thoy were caught by the partisans. The partisans also used other trlod 
methods j thoy stole into the enemy* s offices and headquarters, planted delayed- 
action mines, and soon both the building and the people In it wore blown to bltso 
In one instance, they blew up a "Labor Bureau 81 which was recruiting the local work- 
Ing population for deportation to Germany and which was guarded by cossuck units. 

40. In other districts the dotachment encountorcd now Gestapo tricks. On learning of 
tho advent of tho partisans, the local Gestapo and police officers dismissed all 
Russian employees who had become known for especial cruolty in dealing with tho 
recalcitrant population, announcing the dicralecals as an act aimed to benefit tho 
population, however, tho dismissed men, armed by the police, organised gangs and 
began to hang and massacre all who fell into their hands, tttien the population be- 
gan to complain against these atrocities, the German authorities said that they 
would gladly help, but they had no troops for th© purpose* If the population, 
they added, would take up arms against theeo various bandits and partisans, than 
there might be some peace in their district. And the population took up arms and 
opened a wap on tho partisans and tho bandits. Kovpak* e detachment lost many 
peqple in these battles until he succeeded in convincing tho population of the 
difference between his men and the bandits,, 
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41. 


42 . 


43. 


44. 


Gwnrallj - , the datachaent anoountered & graat nunbtr of surprise*, trap* and pro* 
vocations on the part of the Qostapo. But despite these, the raid van successful. 

The partisans blow up nanjr bridges, destroyed aany eossmnloatlon junctions, kill ad 
hundreds of damns, and disrupted muse roue telephone and telegraph linos. They 
alee obtained euoh valuable Information which me issneti lately transaltted, over 
the radio or through Unison planes, ta Beacon and the various front-line staff 
headquarters. Thus, Kovpak's partisans donned the plane which earned all the 
operational rasunos and th* plana of the headquarter* of Klelst's way. These 
documents were relayed to Moscow, which found than very valuable and generously 
rewarded the partisans for this feat. 

. * i 

Kovpo^e raid tme Important in other respects as well. • In almost all the districts 
passed by the dstachaont there sprang up now partisan unit a which began to fight 
the Germane* The raid aleo restored faith in the return of the Soviet Government*, 

The dotachmeaV subsequently proceeded to the Western Ukraine and Poland, reaching 
•e far he Karaev* Zt uae reconstituted into a large military ' division, equipped 
with artillery and several tanks, and mintalnlng a permanent contact vith Uoseov, 
which continually supplied it vith ammunitions In addition to ammunition sad sup- 
plier, Kovpak 1 * array me given a special representative from tho Central Committee 
of th® Party, Syromolotov, whose position was equivalent to that of a member of 
the Military Soviet cf the Front - the highest* ranking party cofimleear* 

• 

Th4 other detachments, most of which remained in their native districts, also ex- 
panded every year* Their functions multiplied ee their membership grow, and some- 
times they took port in regular front operations; they preparod air fields for the 
leading of large divisions of the Red Army, blockaded whole dletrlota, and gave 
divert aid to the fronts* The smaller detachments continued their work of diversion, 
blowing up trains, and so forth* 


Tl * POSSIBLE : 


mmvA 


FCtURE MR * 
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4*. 


Xhi war has yielded a vast store of experience i with regard to various forms of par* 
tloan struggle, methods of organising partisan units, and systems of preparation 
and training* Thin edfcperlonct wae carefully and constantly studied by tho Soviet 
Command, and the question of possible utilisation of partisan warfare in a future 
war will be decided • has probably been decided already - on the bools of this study* 
The principal question here is the relative value of tho two basic typos of par- 
tisan organisation and the possible use of both or tho preference of one over the 
other* One .of these types is the partisan unit which sprang up more or less 
. spontaneously aw on expreealpa of popular resistance and was later gradually brought 
, under the direction of the Red Army Command* The other type is represented by the 
detachments which wore thoroughly trained beforehand and which operated from the 
very first under Inotructions from the center. The problem involves not only the 
relative Uowuduacao of those typos of partisan detachment a, but also tho accompany- 
ing conditions and results of their activity* In this respect, the partisan melts 
of the former type have not proven desirable In every respect, for they created 
craoh friction and even disorders, particularly during the winding-up of tholr 
operations* 

; ' V 

To tho partisans themselves the end of the war and generally the end of their ac- 
tivities brought many disappointments and aroused much discontent* As soon As the 
Red Army entered a new district, where the partisans had hitherto been active, the 
latter ware ijsssd lately required to surrender their ansa and either enter the regu- 
lar army or go to work iA the kolkhoses* But more than f i years of life In the 
forests, where they had been entirely on their own and done practically whatever 
they pleased, bred In the partisans i certain independence and unrulinese. The 
Soviet Government, which had always fought these qualities, began to combat them 
la the partisans as well* 

Thus, in tho spring of 1944, after the liberation of 'the Leningrad region, all par- 
tisans who operated In tho area behind the enemy lines were called to a conference 
In Leningrad. The resulting spectacle was rather curious and. quite unpleasant both 
to the government and the population* The city, was invaded by armod tramps who had 
acquired a taste for looting, murder, and all aorta of lawlessness* They were 
dressed in the motley, uniforms and costumes of assorted European and Soviet armies* 
Having listened to the high-flown speeches of the regional loaders, they asked what 
rewards they would receive for their deeds ond how they would now live. They were 
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told that It was atill nscaaear/ to flnilah off the envoy on hie own territory and 
then begin to rebuild tholr houeland. 


flelthor answer ns eery eatlafaotoiy to the partisans. Emerging Into the street, 
wojr broke Into toe newly opened commercial otoreo in which toe best wares were 
gathered end began to loot. First of all they made for the alcohollo drinks. 

After a day of drinking, they turned In the evening to robbing too civilian popu- 
lation. They hold up pasaers-by and took their coats and watches, raped woaea, 
transformed aaall restaurants Into places of riotous orgy. For two days toe entire 
city was in a state of total ohaos. The residents were afraid to set foot in the 
streets, the police hid in the barrack®, tho stores that escaped looting regained 
doeedo It wae not until the morning df the third day that an NKVP division, 
called up from its garrison, managed to curb tho partisans and drive them out of 
the city after carefully disermlng them. The ringleaders paid for the riot T^.th 
their lives. 


ill 

mm k.v. 


Even greater and longer-lasting anarchy ess created by the partisans in the Ukraine o 
Learning what the returned government intended to do with them, they preferred to 
remain in the forests and continue their lawless existence. Up to the end of 1945. 
tho forests of the Ukraine swarmed with partisans, and the HKVD wee forced to oarry 
on almost the same struggle against them as had been waged by the Germans. 


After this experience, it is hardly likely that In a future war Moscow would again 
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^ a& , wctfln ? liro n6tTOrk partisan detachments out of the local 

P0P ir 4 ^ ^ oro io 00 ^vbt that' even in peace-time the government will ex- 


*jr7r Mn# xnoro is no doubt that' even in peace-time the government will ex- 
pand its system of partisan schools for the youth of the urban centers and increaso 
the number of opeolalljr trained dlvorsloniste, who remained throughout fully sub- 
ordinate to tholr leaders and ehowod lrreproaohablo dlsolpU ne . 



Approved For Release 2003/11/21 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000500840043-9 




i\; 


T 


MJ 


\ ' - |l' •'» ' i ,0 . '1 # ' , *• ,» 

:» -I: . .Mi...--- ' -.1 



